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Memories Of A Rector - It was an ordinary weekend full of spiritual miracles.
by Mike Watkins, Rector of Cursillo #100

Preparation and logistics distract. Attention to the clock
for threedaysistiring. Short nightsarewearing. Disrupted
personal Rollo discussions are unsatisfying. And
improvising to expand Sunday afternoon content drains
an aready tired mind. | personally thanked God that we
had no major decision-requiring events.

And then Clausura. Theintroduction of Cursillo 100
to the diocese of Oklahomawas humbling. Thethoughts
expressed by the new pilgrims asthey stood beforetheir
fellow Cursillistas left me awestruck. God had indeed
used the team as his instrument.

Clausura ended and | wrapped the cord around the
wireless microphone (my companion for three days). |
thought, “It's over.” | felt tired. | felt let down. | felt
relieved.

For me that weekend was a tremendous emotional
wave. There were eventsthat caused surges of emotions
with the ebb still higher than before. But it was Monday
when | began my seriousreflection. | knew | had forgotten
many of the details and nuances of the past few days.
But, my introspection truly began. God and | had many
discussions. Sometimesthey werequitelong. Themiddle-
of-the-night talks left me sleepy and tired. | don’t know
how God faired.

But, Cursillo is Cursillo. You can use your own
adjectivesand superlatives. That pictureyou paint inyour
own mind will be more meaningful to you. Your picture
might be a Grand Canyon or aheaven touching mountain.
But, it's your picture. It has your meaning. It has your
memories.

But Cursillo 100? Did this, the one hundredth
weekend in Oklahoma, have special meaning? Frankly, |
hadn’t given it much thought until I made this attempt to
expressitinwords. Yes, thisparticular weekend did have
added symbolic meaning. One hundred weekends surely
marks success. Successgivesustheright to call Cursillo
worthwhile. Success allows and even demands dreams of
thefuture. Thispilgrimage marked the determination and
commitment of our diocesan leaders to provide us with
toolsfor our spiritual growth. It also reminds us of how
enduring the Cursillo movement isthroughout theworld.

One hundred teams, one hundred pilgrimages, so
many Fourth Daysand uncountable spiritua growth. How
many times has St Crispin’sheard “ ComeHoly Spirit fill
the hearts...”?

Again, yes, number one hundred was special. It
marked a moment as we progress to that day when
everyonewill haveresponded “... and | on Him.”

| can't imagine facing the Fourth Come with an open mind,
Day without the last three. and boy did that help.

Thank you for all the spiritual
valentines you've given me.

Funding Update

In the last issue of “The Rooster Tale” we told of the
hope of going to full scholarship funding for future
diocesan Cursillos. To date, that goal has not been
achieved. Thereasonsgiven for desiring full scholarship
financing were, “ Our current financing of Cursillo places
the burden directly on the candidates and team members.
Some do not attend because they cannot afford it, and
for team members to receive training in a step-by-step
manner involves recurring expenses preventing some of
the most capable from participating because of the costs.

We have no provisions for logistical support to replace
worn out or expendable items.”

TheDiocesan Cursillo Secretariat, initslast meeting,
decided that it would be necessary to return to participants
paying their own way. However, the contributions that
have been received will be used asintended, to scholarship
those who cannot afford to otherwise participate and to
replace worn out or expendable items. Continued tax-
deductible contributions are encouraged and will be
applied in the same manner.



Reflections

from Allen

President of the Oklahoma Cursillo Secretariat

One of the clear memories as a boy growing up in
McAlester, OK during the 1950’s, was going into our
small town post office and always seeing some kind of
poster, usualy with“Uncle Sam” pointing afinger at the
passerby with an inscription saying something like
“America Needs You — Enlist in the Army”. | grew up
during a time when American males were taught at an
early age that just as our fathers had served our country
in World War |1 and Korea, it was our patriotic duty to
serve our nation by volunteering for military service. This
was something that | and thousands of othersdid without
regret, although many of us did not understand the full
implications when we entered on that path.

| believe we can draw some lines from that idea of
voluntary military service to what is occurring with the
Fourth Day Movement in Oklahoma. Inthe past few years
Cursillo hasbeen revitalized and enhanced in many ways.
The fact that our weekends have been well organized
and supported is a testimony to many people giving
tirelessly for the good of othersin order to promote and
develop Christian leaders.

Onefact that does surprise mein this processis that
the leaders of the church we are developing in fewer
numbers, the men of the Episcopal Church. While we
havefilled each women’sweekend held the past few years,
we have struggled to find alarge number of menfor their
weekends, and women have been predominate in number
at our coed weekend held each fall. The church needs
good leadership, from both men and women. If you agree
with methat Cursilloisone of the best methodsavailable
for that development, won't you please give prayerful
consideration to sponsoring aperson for aweekend this
winter. | urge you to consider especially men who have
spiritual potential but have never been awakened to a
deeper relationship with God.

Remember the “Uncle Sam” poster | mentioned at
the beginning? You have the opportunity now to visit
directly with someone. Tell them a little of your own
journey on this short course and ask them to volunteer.
You can be the poster child for Cursillo. God delights
when we arewilling to share our blessingswith others. |
invite you to be arecruiter and a sponsor for acandidate
waiting in Oklahomafor your kind word of encouragement.
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Speaking of Spiritual Aids...

Two modern day revisions of St. Benedict's Rule have
recently been published. Both are excellent resources
for anyone wanting to establish a daily routine of
meditation and prayer. Thestyleof eachisvery distinctive.
| heartily recommend both.

First, The Divine Hours, authored by Phyllis Tickle,
provides a daily format for Morning Office, Noonday
Prayers, Vespersand Compline. Written in four volumes
(winter, spring, summer andfal), The Divine Hoursblend
the Psalms, Old and New Testament scripturewith prayers
from the Book of Common Prayer. Evenif you can’t use

all four offices each day, you can pick either morning,
noon or evening to establish adaily spiritual routine.

The other book, Always We Begin Again, by John
McQuiston, 11, isamore basic book of meditations and
guidelines to assist in developing a daily routine. His
adaptation offerstheflexibility for each personto develop
their own meditation schedule. The small book “ offersa
way to incorporate St. Benedict's timeless wisdom in
addition to timefor work, friendship, growth of themind
and nurturing of the spirit through meditation and
prayerfulness.”




Cursillo #103 Men’s Team
January 31 - February 3, 2002

Doug Laird

Steve Lewis

The Rev. John Norvell
The Rev. Dick Rosenbaum
The Rev. Lee Stephens
A. T. Gibson

Tom March, Sr.

Steve Clark

Christian Moody

Bill Morris

Carl Mayrath

Glen Boyer

Joe Dutcher

Bill Jones

Kevin McCaul

Ralph Morgan

Tim Bridges, Past President
408 Ridge Road

Edmond 73034
405-348-7237
drtim@swhbell.net

St. Mary’s, Edmond

Sue Burpo, Secretary

403 Chimney Creek Drive
Lawton 73505
580-357-7535
suedjimb@aol.com

St. Andrew’s, Lawton

The Rev. Kathleen Murray
814 N. Vinita

Tahlequah 74464
918-456-3649 (W)
rector@tah-usa.net

St. Basil's, Tahlequah

Don Denman

PO. Box 60633

Oklahoma City 73146
405-524-6464
dcdenman@juno.com

St. Augustine of Canterbury
Episcopal Church, OKC

The Rev. Buddy Dugan
RR 1 Box 146K

Blair 73526
580-563-2484
duganh@intellisys.net
St. Paul’s, Altus

Rector

Asst. Rector

Asst. Spiritual Advisor
Asst. Spiritual Advisor
Head Spiritual Advisor
Palanca

Palanca

Head Chacho

Chacho

Chacho/Asst. Music
Music

Decuria Leader
Decuria Leader
Decuria Leader
Decuria Leader
Decuria Leader

Cursillo #104 Women’s Team
March 7-10, 2002

M. Jane Merdian
Stephanie Dukes

The Rev. Janie Kirt Morris
The Rev. Andrea Jones
The Rev. Dana Orwig
The Rev. Jo Anne Wright
Barbara Barber

Glenda Buffington
Nancy Powell

Jody Sherry

Suzanne Fisher

Betty Rheingans

Zane Adams

Elizabeth Davis

Dee March

Brenda Price

Marilyn Robertson

Kim Warram

Secretariat Roster for 2002

Pam Foutch, Treasurer
1811 Crescent Drive
Stillwater 74075
405-624-0500
pamlfout@yahoo.com
St. Andrew’s, Stillwater

The Rev. Hal Greenwood
2201 N.W. 18th
Oklahoma City 73107
405-524-1394 (H)
405-232-4820 (W)
405-833-8632 (M)
halg@swbell.net

St. Luke's, Chickasha

Ben Groenewold
9932 S. 79th E. Ave.
Tulsa 74133
918-299-7426
martyg@mmind.net

St. Patrick’s, Broken Arrow

Nancy Lewis, Vice President

2523 E. 24th Street
Tulsa 74114
918-742-1087 (H)
918-594-8370 (W)
nlewis@ou.edu
St. Aidan's, Tulsa

Allen Mann, President
808 Hardy Springs Circle
McAlester 74501
918-426-1061 (H)

amannbloom@yahoo.com

All Saints', McAlester

Hunter Mason

811 Mimosa Terrace
Guthrie 73044
405-282-0679
Trinity, Guthrie

Carl Mayrath
Rooster Tale Editor
15112 E. 36th Street
Tulsa 74134
918-234-2631 (H)
918-663-9970 (W)
carl@aculabinc.com
Trinity, Tulsa

M. Jane Merdian

10910 E. 11th Place

Tulsa 74128

918-438-9001 (H)
918-495-5539 (W)
Mjmerdian@cs.com
jmerdia@citgo.com (if urgent)
St. John's, Tulsa

Cathie Morgan

909 Gleneagles Drive

Edmond 73013

405-755-0528 (H)
405-942-0411 (W)
ktbrthdr@aol.com

Church of the Resurrection, OKC

The Rev. Bob Taliaferro

8604 S 66 E Ave

Tulsa 74133

918-481-8872 (H)
918-627-2713 (W)
rtaliaferro@worldnet.att.net
St. Peter’s, Tulsa

Rector

Assistant Rector

Head Spiritual Advisor
Asst. Spiritual Advisor
Head Music/Asst. Spiritual Advisor
Asst. Spiritual Advisor
Assistant Music Team
Cha-lanca

Palanca

Palanca

Head Chacha

Asst. Chacha

Decuria Leader
Decuria Leader
Decuria Leader
Decuria Leader
Decuria Leader
Decuria Leader

Maggie Taliaferro

8604 S 66 E Ave

Tulsa 74133

918-481-8872
maggie.taliaferro.afa@worldnet.att.net
St. Peter’s, Tulsa

Additional Contacts:

Sammie Kenyon, Registrar
Ben Kenyon, |11

Mailing List Coordinator
2507 Ripple Creek Lane
Edmond 73003
405-340-5230 (H)

St. Mary’s, Edmond

Keith Short

Nationa Secretariat Representative
3301 Robinhood

Houston TX 77005
shortket@aol.com

Aware of any Cursillistas
who have moved into
Oklahoma? Maybeyou
moving? Or you have
moved? Please help us keep
themailing list current and
keep postage payments low
by sending changesto the
Mailing List Coordinator:
Ben Kenyon, I11.



All Saint’s Episcopal Church
325 E Washington

PO Box 534

McAlester OK 74502-0534
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Return Service Requested

2002 2003
January 5 Secretariat Mtg, Diocesan Ctr, 9:30am Feb. 20-23  Cursillo#106 (Men)
Jan. 31-Feb. 3 Cursillo#103 (Men) March6-9  Cursillo#107 (Women)
March7-10  Cursillo#104 (Women) March 16 Ultreya
March 17 State-wide Ultreya, St. Crispin’s
April 5-6 Secretariat Mtg, St. Crispin’'s, 6pm
August 3 Secretariat Mtg, Diocesan Ctr, 9:30am .o ) i )
Sent. 26-29  Cursillo #105 (Co-ed) Thinking of contributing supplies
October 6 Regional Ultreyas 2
November 2  Secretariat Annual Mtg, St. Crispin’s, 9:30am or Table Palanca’

Hereisalist of itemsyou may wish to supply: Prayer, fresh fruit, including grapes, bananas, apples, oranges; all
kinds of pop; Kleenex, both big boxes and little packets; placemats; colorful napkins; small soaps and shampoos;
new color markers; big scissors; loose leaf notebook paper; paper flowersfor Agape; various colors of construction
paper; small sticky pads, 2x2 and 1x1; candles, both tall and the small, unscented 8 hour votives.

Table Palanca

Little angels, placemats decorated with rainbows or
roosters, pencilswith De Colores, or bookmarkswith an
inspirational message. These are just afew of the table
palancathat you might have collected during your Cursillo
weekend. It wasawaysan adventure going into thedining
room and seeing what was on the table.

How do these items get to Cursillo? Many people
have taken on this ministry of table palanca. They make
ittheir missionto providevariousitemsto makeaCursillo
a memorable one for candidates and team members.
Reunion groups have a so taken on thisministry asaway
to continue their 4th day.

If you would like to make or distribute something at
any of the upcoming Cursillos, you might consider afew
things. A full Cursillo usually consists of 45-50 people.

If you are sending something for table palanca, please
make enough for everyoneinvolved. Make sureyou mark
it as table palanca so that the Chachas and Chachos will
be ableto specify it assuch. If you know of ateam member
that will be attending the Cursillo, you may send theitems
with them. You could also send it with a sponsor of a
candidate if he or shewill betraveling to St. Crispin’sto
take the candidate. If those optionsaren’t available, you
may contact Pam Foutch, the Palanca chairperson for
the Secretariat. (Contact infomation on page 3.) Shewill
be ableto get any itemsto the Cursillo.

Please consider taking on this ministry for the
upcoming Cursillos. It means so much to the candidates
and team members to get this specia palanca from all
over the state.



